UISING W

A most relaxing weekend
with CﬂPIﬂfﬂ Cook Cruises

were able © chack-n and drop our

lupmgs at the Captain Cook office ard

then look arcund the Cairns dry area

or [ust mhe it easy undl it was tre © board the
ship just after 1.00pm.

Cruke Cirecror, Bruce Moffatt, a veteran of ren

years with the ship,was at the wp of the gangsay

w wekome all passengers before de crew

emcortad wou o pour abin where your lugggs

was waling Our cabin wes spadods with goed
hargirg space and 1 workable bathroom.

W were advisad a light luncheon bufiet and
wakome iboard cockml was seaiing in the
Capmin Cook Sakon.

Shortly dfter tevo all passengers were on dede 0
farewvell Carne as the Reef Endesour salled for
Figroy lsand It wes the okd fashioned farewell
deparmre with sreamers valbble for everpne.
After we uiled there was the compukory sty
brizing The Chief Ciificer was on hand o brief
passengers regarding safery aboard Resf Endessour,
This was followed by an inroduction o the ship
ared the cruise by e Cruise Direcoon

Thee sky was oeercast and the seas a ik ough as
we arriead ar Aeroy kland et after four for o teo
hour sop Many of the passengers |oined the
maring naniralst for an escorted wak for which
Tootwear for walking was required for the unesen
and slppery surface. Faroy ldand is 2 large
contnental slard g 2%ms smsoof Came and is
the third mast norcherty rescrt Blard within the
Great Barvier Resf Mot of the ehndy 339
hectares, coral beaches and fringrg reefs are
protected as Marine or Matdoral Park The island
hiodds spacial significance for the Abonginal peaple
of the Gungand)i mike who lve on de mainkand
and call the shind *Gahar”,

Captain Cook reramed the islind on 10 Jure 1770,
after the family rame of the influerdal third Duke
of Graftion (Prime Minkster of England when the
Endesvour salled). oy [shnd & espacially noted
for i large and colourful burterflies & well as at
leat 35 different species of hirds The beaches of
Rrzroy are formesd from broken coral Snorkeling
n Welkcome Bay and Mudey Beach offers the
chance o explore a fringing resf which suppors
many spacks of fish (poiscrows elhfish may be
present Ociober 1 May).The resort on the isknd
caters for al ages and budpen.

Back on board pre-dinmer canapss were sarved
hefore theWelcome Dinner The cockl of the day
was @ Mud Crab - a empting mix of T Maria,
Kahlua, Bailars and Mille The Dinrer wold us we
were I for a great food experience over the
comirg days. After dinner the marine namralst gve
an entertaning presentaton on the Grear Barrier
Resef. Follorwing that, for thoss wha wanted o smy
up, thers were musical requests as Rhem pliyed the

taby grand planc

25 Mext  momig  we
ol awvcke ar anchar at
Hedey Resf where we
tad the whole day o
explore these conl
gardens.  After  a
o plerfd  breakfast
TR pESiEngers
o owent  srorkelling
whist many opted
for a ride in the ghss
botom boat as the mariee naturalbst

deseribed |ife amongst the conal bombors of the
resf, Lunch today was a mouth watering seafiood
bufer, nead | sy mare!

Curing the day there were wurs of the bridge
Passergers on the ifternoon visk were escartad by
Capmin Robert Bucharan, another weteran of
mlling these waters with Capmin Cook Later
Shiphoard Bingo was on offer.

Canner was ancther memorable event, espectally
with thie niew found friends ar the mble. Ifs amazirg,
b quidely you get o know your mble mates.
medarzly fallowing dnrer the crew smged
Racing on the Resf,a fun dme as passengers had a
fing Rhem then entermined the Late Mght &
Feamniacs Chib membars,

Sunday bought us some breathioking wews 15 we
cruised through  the
Hinchinkrock Channel Cur
riarine racuralist sxplaing the
channil’s diverse  habins
thar ghelter sp=cies from

dugongs and dolphing o
riigracirg whales.
HiHinsroox

Hinchinbrook & the
largest khnd nadonal
park In the world, being
Akme long ard 24kms
wide. It has rugged
ricuriaing - Inchding
Mount Borven,
Quesrshnds  third
highest peak, denss
|ungle, warerfalls, onsr
W specks  of
riangroses, sacluded
cowes  and  sandy

chain of granite peaks form the badkbone of the
Island Hinchinbrook's rangrose forests are second
In intensicy orly o these found I the Amazon
Delm and research has rewealed thar cermin
wriedes are oeer 20 milion years okd luis ruly a
raiure lovers’ paradks.
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only recently recpsned after being
Cyelone Larry.
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Farks and Wildiifa Service Crer 90 dfferent
e of birde ha'e bean found and 1 is also the
l:hu I:-nllmr blue F.pl Lityeses Burnerfly,

lsland. h | :
s@rring J.:rn-l Masan was filmed there
nearby Bedarra kland.

Cin board we prepared for the Captain's Farewell
e shos.

Cur short vk o the Great Barrier R
almiost o It wes farewels all around, alth
numbsr of pass wee SIing o
the four night aund jourmey

X ¥ g the F.edEn-:In;t'r-ur tied up at

Trinicy Wharf in Caims for dk=mbarkaticn shorty

after hreakfase.

The cres certainly makes this @uke - their
leeys on hand. Add

hawe the

x Far ug
thie thres nights were wo shart, rmrrrulrwlllbu
seEn nights.

By John & Kerry Treacy




